                                                                                                                                         2009 Season

Parents:

          The 2008 season was another banner year for the NORTHERN ROCKET FOOTBALL LEAGUE with record numbers of participants engaging in NRFL activities.  Almost 7,000 boys and girls played Rocket or Flag football or participated in cheerleading.  Two new programs were added to the ever expanding NRFL family (more on that later), the areas of North Pointe Christian and the William C. Abney Academy, our first charter school member.  Administratively, there are some changes going into the 2009 season; Mike Meppelink has retired from the position of Regional Director/COO, although he has agreed to serve as liaison to the Advisory Council.  The new COO is Chris Knapp, longtime council member and former Rockford Field Director.  There are some other new faces on the Executive Council; Joe Meerman, from the Coopersville area is the new Director of Officials replacing Bob Apsey who has moved over to Director of Personnel, the spot previously held by Chris.  Chad Boucher, also the Northview Field Director has become a League Assistance Representative, and Beal City Field Director Stephanie Matthews is a new Executive Board Member (at large).  There are several new Field Directors and several Executive Council members have new assignments.  Their names and areas or job assignments are at the close of this letter.
The NORTHERN ROCKET FOOTBALL LEAGUE, INC. is 501c3 non-profit organization, incorporated under the laws of the state of Michigan.  Currently we have member areas in the counties of Kent, Ottawa, Montcalm, Mecosta, Osceola, Isabella, Lake, and Ionia and last year these areas combined to assemble 220+ teams playing over 770+ scheduled games at 32 different fields.  
This year the NRFL takes on its most ambitious expansion in over a decade with three new additions to our youth sports family.  Forest Hills Youth football will be participating in Southern Division games with their 12/14 yr.old teams from Forest Hills Central, Forest Hills Eastern and Forest Hills Northern.  While Forest Hills is an established program, another new member, GREAAT/Kingdom Square charter school is a brand new program along the lines of last year’s successful Abney Academy addition.  The third new NRFL member is the Youth Sports Alliance (formerly the Grand Rapids Rockets) and they will be bringing in their areas of Burton, Garfield Park, King Park, Mulick Park, Richmond Park, Seidman Center, Steil Center and Sherwood.  These new members will add approximately 25-35 new teams and over 1,000 players and cheerleaders to the NRFL.  WE ask all of the parents, players and coaches to welcome these new member areas and help them make the transition to the NRFL.
The NRFL is responsible for scheduling all games via a computer program that was designed especially for that purpose.  The “strength” scheduling is done weekly and is based on a team’s performance the previous week.  The league is also responsible for drafting all multiple age group teams from all areas, also done by computer, taking into consideration many factors including, age, weight, experience and number of players on a team.  For 2009 both of those systems have received upgrades in anticipation of the new league line-up.  All member areas are represented on the Executive Board of the league by their Field Director who is the first point of contact for any questions that you may have regarding league activities.  The balance of the Executive Board is composed of 12 officers who make up the Executive Council of the NRFL and this council oversees the operation of the league during the off season.  Unlike many youth sports organizations the NRFL only promotes football/cheer/flag football and we feel that specialization allows us to do many things that benefit our member areas and their participants.  

The league also is responsible for the continuing education of our coaches and that is achieved in part by our membership with the Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA) of Stanford University.  The PCA conducts trainings for our coaches and officers and provides us valuable information and guidance in our ever increasing efforts to have the best volunteers for our players.  We also conduct annual background checks on all volunteers and issue and require that any and all NRFL volunteer coaches, officers and administrators have a picture ID.  This ID is validated annually.
Since 2002 the NRFL has funded college scholarships for former participants in our programs and to date 106 awards have been made.  This year there were 21 recipients from 10 different areas.  Funding for the scholarships comes in part from the dues that all member areas pay and outside fundraising.  We also receive contributions from corporate sponsors such as the GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS hockey team and the GRAND RAPIDS RAMPAGE arena football team and the DETROIT LIONS YOUTH FOOTBALL FORUM.  Details about the scholarship fund are available on the website at www.nrflmi.com
The NORTHERN ROCKET FOOTBALL LEAGUE, INC is an instructional league that exists for the sole purpose of promoting and teaching the game of football.  Our mission is to offer safe, fun football and promote sportsmanship at all of our activities.  As parents you can help us achieve our goal by being a GOOD SPORT at all NRFL activities, so please watch your language and actions as our players, including your sons and daughters will be!  Support your coaches and administrators please; remember they are all volunteers and deserving of your respect.
Thank you for your support and if you have questions please ask your area Field Director and they will either have the answer or get it for you.  LET’S HAVE A GREAT SEASON!!!!

Sincerely,

Walt Lodes Jr.                                                           Chris Knapp
President/Chief Executive Officer (CEO)                Regional Director/Chief Operating Officer (COO)
And the;

The Field Directors and Officers of the NORTHERN ROCKET FOOTBALL LEAGUE, Inc.

Baldwin- Greg Nichols                     Beal City- Stephanie Matthews        Belding- Chuck Barker
Big Rapids- Ron Repke                  Caledonia- James Porter                     Cedar Springs- Chris Cooper
Chippewa Hills- Art Young          Comstock Park- Bert Schoenborn        Coopersville-Dave Alderink
East Grand Rapids- Susan Perry    Forest Hills-Dan O’Connor    Grand Rapids Christian- Mike Bosscher
Greenville- John Bonk                    Howard City- Mike Heiss                   Kenowa Hills- Gary Carey

GR/Kingdom Square-                             Kent City- Fred Heeringa                Kentwood- Brian Duba                       Lowell- Matt Smith                    Morley-Stanwood- Chuck Burhans          Montabella- Chad Huber                     Mt. Pleasant-Jane Mills                North Park- Dan Geluso       North Pointe Christian- Darla Korhorn   Northview-Chad Boucher                  Reed City- Bob Apsey                    Rockford-Scott Alferink                       Sparta-Jim Gleason                        William C. Abney Academy- Monica Collier
Youth Sports Alliance- Kevin Scott

NRFL Webmaster- Lisa Harig

League Assistance Representatives (2) – Art Young & Chad Boucher
Director of Finance/Scholarships- Nicci Hanna

Director of Personnel-   Bob Apsey
Director of Officials/ Compliance- Joe Meerman
Executive Board Member- Dan Hagstrom
& Special Divisions Representative
League Security-    Mike Campbell

& Special Asst. to CEO/COO
Director of Flag Football- Larry Novak

Director of Cheerleading- Anne Olszewski

Regional Director/Chief Operating Officer (COO)- Chris Knapp
President/Chief Executive Officer (CEO)- Walt Lodes Jr.

